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NGC Research Director David 
W. Lange Is ANA's Numismatist 
of the Year 


Posted on 7/5/2017 


Lange had previously received the association’s Lifetime Achievement Award. 


Numismatic Guaranty Corporation® (NGC®) is proud to announce that David W. 
Lange, NGC Research Director, has been named Numismatist of the Year by the 
American Numismatic Association (ANA). 


The Numismatist of the Year award 
honors a person from the 
numismatic community who has 
shown long-term leadership both to 
the field and the ANA, a 25,000- 
member, congressionally chartered 
organization dedicated to coins and 
related items. The ANA has 
bestowed the Numismatist of the 
Year award — one of its highest 
honors — annually since 1995. Past 
recipients represent a “who’s who” of 
numismatics and include NGC 
Chairman Mark Salzberg, who David w - Lange> NGC Research Director 

received the award in 2006. 



Lange is one of the hobby’s best-known researchers and writers, having authored 
nine books and hundreds of articles on United States numismatics. An ANA 
member since 1978, Lange has taught numerous courses at the ANA’s annual 
Summer Seminar at its headquarters in Colorado Springs, Colorado. His many 
contributions to the ANA were previously recognized in 2009 when he received 







the association’s Lifetime Achievement Award. 


Besides his involvement in the ANA, Lange has been an active participant in a 
number of other hobby organizations. He is a former president of the Pacific 
Coast Numismatic Society, the California State Numismatic Association and the 
New Jersey Numismatic Society, with memberships in a host of other hobby 
groups. 

Lange has served as NGC’s Research Director since 1994, making him one of the 
company’s longest-serving employees. His contributions to NGC include the 
development of its VarietyPlus® variety attribution program and catalog, the NGC 
Photo Proof® service and a plethora of educational articles published on its 
website, NGCcoin.com 

“I am so proud that our own Dave Lange has been honored with this important 
award,” says Mark Salzberg, chairman of NGC. “Over the course of the 23 years 
that we have worked together I have witnessed first-hand the extent of his 
knowledge and his commitment to the hobby. Congratulations, Dave!” 

"I'm truly honored to be recognized by the ANA with such a significant award,” 
says Lange. “When I joined the Association in 1978 as a young adult, it was with 
some uncertainty as to what it would offer me, but my only regret has been that I 
was not introduced to it in childhood. My fascination with coins began as soon as I 
learned to read, and it's been a wonderful journey of discovery. I'm pleased to be 
able to give back to the hobby as a Summer Seminar instructor for the past 20- 
plus years and as a columnist for the ANA's journal since 1988." 
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NGC 30 th Anniversary Video 

Posted on 6/27/2017 

This video highlights some of the company’s achievements, including its 
international expansion. 

Numismatic Guaranty Corporation® (NGC®) has released a video to celebrate its 
30th anniversary. 

Founded in 1987, NGC has been committed to accuracy, consistency and 
integrity. These principles have led NGC to become the world’s largest third-party 
coin grading service with more than 37 million coins certified. 

The NGC 30th Anniversary Video highlights some of the company’s 
achievements, including its international expansion. NGC now grades coins full¬ 
time at its offices in the United States and China and operates Official Submission 
Centers in China, Germany, Hong Kong, Korea, Singapore and Japan. 

Watch the 2-minute video here: https://youtu.be/eRwP2wcqrAc 



Articles List 



NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 



ebay catawiki view aii > 


oo©o® 

<®ncs i-PMG max: ®ccs basg~ 



COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 


Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


HI United States 





oaNGC 


® 


Sign In 


Join NGC 


out Coin Grading NCS Conservation Submit News Resources 



CCG Appoints Heritage 
Auctions Europe Official 
Submission Center 

Posted on 7/10/2017 

The center is in IJsselstein, the Netherlands, about one hour from Amsterdam. 

The Certified Collectibles Group (CCG) has appointed Heritage Auctions Europe 
an Official Submission Center in Europe. 

Heritage Auctions Europe is located in IJsselstein, the Netherlands, about one 
hour from Amsterdam. It serves as the European branch of Heritage Auctions, the 
world’s largest collectibles auctioneer. 

As a CCG Official Submission Center, Heritage Auctions Europe will help 
collectors and dealers in Europe submit to the CCG companies: Numismatic 
Guaranty Corporation (NGC), Numismatic Conservation Services (NCS), Paper 
Money Guaranty (PMG), Certified Guaranty Company (CGC) and Classic 
Collectible Services (CCS). 

NGC, PMG and CGC are the world’s largest third-party collectible coin, paper 
money and comic book grading services. NCS is the world’s first professional coin 
conservation service and CCS is the world’s most trusted comic book 
conservation and restoration service. Together, the CCG companies have handled 
nearly 45 million collectibles. 


BLANCHARD 

AMERICA'S RARE COIN & 
PRECIOUS METALS FIRM® 


Blanchard and 
Company 
specializes in 
the finest known 
rare coins. 



Heritage Auctions operates in these same categories — and dozens of others — 
which enables its European branch to provide submitters and potential submitters 
expert guidance on their collectibles, the collectibles markets and the CCG 
companies’ services and benefits. 


The appointment of Heritage Auctions Europe as an Official Submission Center 
complements CCG’s Official Submission Center in Munich, Germany, which 








opened in January 2015. Both CCG Official Submission Centers in Europe will 
work closely together to enhance the submission experience for collectors and 
dealers in Europe. 

“Heritage Auctions has an outstanding reputation for expertise and integrity in the 
collectibles fields,” says Steven R. Eichenbaum, CEO of CCG. “We look forward 
to working with their European branch to better reach the vibrant collectibles 
communities in Europe.” 

“We have long trusted NGC, PMG and CGC grading to bring our clients the 
greatest confidence and the highest prices realized,” says Jacco Scheper, 
Managing Director at Heritage Auctions Europe. “We look forward to helping our 
European clients benefit from the CCG companies’ expert and impartial services.” 

Contact Heritage Auctions Europe for more information or to schedule an 
appointment to submit: +31-(0)30-6063944, or Energieweg 7, 3401 MD, 
IJsselstein, Nederland, or email: HAEurope@ha.com. To learn more, visit 

https://www.ha.com/europe. 
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NGC Richard Stuart Collection 
Image Gallery 

Posted on 7/11/2017 


View hundreds of Central American coins from this extraordinary collection. 

Numismatic Guaranty Corporation® (NGC®) has posted an online image gallery 
of the NGC-certified selections from the Richard Stuart Collection, the greatest 
collection of Central American coins ever assembled. View the gallery at 
NGCcoin.com/gallery/stuart. 

The NGC Richard Stuart Collection Image Gallery features over 1,500 coins and 
medals spanning nearly 300 years from the Central American nations of Belize, 
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua and Panama, as well as 
the former countries of British Honduras and the Central American Republic. The 
United States is also represented by the inclusion of two dozen so-called dollars 
struck to honor the Panama Canal, which opened in 1914. 



Honduras 1908/897 Gold 20 Pesos - NGC MS 61 
Click images to enlarge. 






Guatemala 1854NG AE Silvered Copper Columbus Pattern 8 Reales - NGC XF 40 

Click images to enlarge. 


The collection was assembled by Richard Stuart, a California physicist who 
started collecting Latin American coins in the late 1940s. In the 1980s, Stuart 
narrowed his focus to Central America and gradually built the greatest collection 
of these coins ever assembled. Stuart passed away in June 2016. 

The collection’s highlights include an extremely rare Guatemala 1733G J 8 
Escudos graded NGC MS 62. This is the first example of this issue that NGC has 
certified. Another significant piece in the collection is the Honduras 1908/897 Gold 
20 Pesos graded MS 61. No other examples of this seldom-seen overdate have 
been certified by NGC. 

Specialists will also be interested to see the Guatemala 1854NG AE Silvered- 
Copper Columbus Pattern 8 Reales graded NGC XF 40. It is one of a handful of 
patterns created prior to the striking of the very rare 1854 8 Reales, the only 8 
reales ever issued by Guatemala. 

Browse images of these highlights and other pieces from the unparalleled 
collection of Central American coins and medals assembled by Richard Stuart at 

NGCcoin.com/gallery/stuart/. 
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NGC Presents Important US 
and Chinese Rarities at ANA 
Show in Denver 


Posted on 7/24/2017 

Exhibits will feature Continental Dollars from 1776 and Szechuan Ferracute coins 
from 1897. 


Numismatic Guaranty Corporation® (NGC®) will display two phenomenal sets of 
vintage rarities at the American Numismatic Association (ANA) World’s Fair of 
Money, August 1-5, 2017, in Denver, Colorado. This is the first time that both sets 
—the Resolute Americana Collection of 1776 Continental Dollars and the 1897 
Szechuan Province Ferracute Pattern Set—will be displayed publicly. 


The Resolute Americana 
Collection of 1776 Continental 
Dollars 

The Resolute Americana Collection 
of 1776 Continental Dollars boasts 
15 NGC-certified examples of these 
important coins, representing all 
known varieties. It is considered to 
be the finest and most complete set 
of Continental Dollars ever 
assembled. 

Continental Dollars have long 
fascinated numismatists. Struck 
during the critical year of 1776 by 
the Continental Congress, these 
pieces have a symbolic design of 13 


1776 BRASS CURENCT S$1 
CONTINENTAL. DOTTED RJNGS 

MS 63 

Newman I-A ex: Brand 
Donald G. Partrick Collection 









A brass 1776 Continental Dollar. 
Click image to enlarge. 


interlocked rings, each with the 
name of a different colony. In the 
center is the text AMERICAN 
CONGRESS and WE ARE ONE. 

The Resolute Americana Collection 
of 1776 Continental Dollars has 
been carefully curated by a serious 
student of these coins, who desired 
to have one example of every known 
variety. As a result, the set has a 
total of 15 of these coins: nine in 
pewter, four in brass and two in 
silver. Among these are the only two 
Continental Dollars known with a 
plain edge, one of which was only 
recently discovered. 


(1897) CHINA S$1 
SZECHUAN LSJVl-345 SILVER 
FERRACUTE PATTERN 
SP 65 

American Trading Co. 
2711686-001 



NUMISMATIC GUARANTY CORPORATION 
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This remarkable exhibit also features 
two other NGC-certified coins from 

A silver 1897 Ferracute Pattern. 

the Resolute Americana Collection: cuck image to enlarge. 

a 1783 Treaty of Paris Medal graded NGC AU 55 and a 1787 Fugio Cent graded 
NGC MS 66 RB. Both of these coins feature designs that pay tribute to the 1776 
Continental Dollars. 


See the Resolute Americana Collection of 1776 Continental Dollars > 


Download the ANA Exhibit Brochure > 

The 1897 Szechuan Province Ferracute Pattern Set 

The 1897 Szechuan Province Ferracute Pattern Set is comprised of 10 NGC- 
certified pattern coins struck in 1897 by the Ferracute Machine Company of New 
Jersey for a new mint in Szechuan Province, China. Considered to be among the 
greatest vintage Chinese rarities, the Szechuan Ferracute Patterns also have 
significant connections to American numismatics. 

On March 24, 1897, Ferracute struck a small number of patterns in brass, and an 
even smaller number in silver, to demonstrate equipment that it had made for a 
new mint in Szechuan Province. Among those present for the demonstration was 
US Mint Chief Engraver Charles Barber, who had engraved the dies for these 
patterns. 



Only three complete sets of 1897 Ferracute Szechuan Patterns are known to 
have survived. The set that will be displayed by NGC at the ANA World's Fair of 
Money had been owned for a number of years by the American Trading Company, 
which had worked with Ferracute to deliver the minting equipment to China. 

The ten pattern coins had been displayed in a beautiful wooden case for more 
than 100 years. The coins had been glued to the back of the case, however, and 
required professional conservation. Numismatic Conservation Services (NCS), an 
independent affiliate of NGC, expertly removed the glue and attached fibers while 
preserving the coins' attractive, original patina. After conservation, the coins were 
authenticated by the newly established NGC Advanced Chinese Authentication 
Bureau (ACAB), graded by NGC and encapsulated in NGC's secure, protective 
holder. 

Learn more about the NGC 1897 Szechuan Ferracute Pattern Set > 

See the NGC 1897 Szechuan Ferracute Pattern Set > 

Download the ANA Exhibit Brochure > 

Visit the NGC booth #102 at the ANA World's Fair of Money to see the 
extraordinary Resolute Americana Collection of 1776 Continental Dollar and the 
1897 Szechuan Ferracute Pattern Set. 
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NGC Grading On-site at ANA 
World's Fair of Money 

Posted on 7/11/2017 


Stop by the NGC booth (#102) to drop off your submissions for on-site grading 
and encapsulation. 

NGC will offer on-site grading and encapsulation of US coins* at the 2017 World's 
Fair of Money, in Denver, Colorado from Tuesday, August 1, until 12:00 p.m. on 
Friday, August 4. Regular submissions will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, August 5. Cut off times may change due to submission volumes. 
NGC will be at booth 102. 


NGC's Evaluation Tier 

is available for all on-site grading submissions of US coins! 

Click here for details. 

All coins certified or reholdered by NGC at shows receive the Scratch-Resistant 
EdgeView® Holder. 

On-Site Services include : 


Gold Special $40 per coin 

Gold coins valued at $3,000 or less (10-coin minimum). 


Value WalkThrough 

$65 per coin 

Coins valued at $3,000 or less. 



WalkThrough 

$100 per coin 

Coins valued at less than $100,000. 



Expedite WalkThrough $200 per coin 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued at less than $100,000. 


Unlimited WalkThrough 


$100 +1% NGC 
Price Guide per 












coin 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued at $100,000 or more. 


Show ReHolder $15 per coin 

A coin in a scratched, chipped or older-generation NGC holder is placed in a 
new Scratch-Resistant EdgeView Holder. 


NCS Crossover 

$10 per coin 

A coin in an NCS holder is \IGC Details Graded. 



Evaluation Tier 

On-site Submissions at the show 

(NGC or PCGS Holdered Coins only) 



$65 per coin +1% 

Value WalkThrough 

NGC Price Guide 


if coin upgrades 

Coins valued at less than $3,000. 


WalkThrough 


$100 per coin 
+1% NGC Price 
Guide if coin 
upgrades 


Coins valued at $3,001 to $100,000. 


$200 per coin 
+1% NGC Price 
Guide if coin 
upgrades 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued at $100,001 to $200,000. 


Unlimited WalkThrough 


Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 
or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 

Most coins submitted for on-site grading are returned within 24 to 48 hours, 
except for expedited services, which are completed within four hours. 

NGC Show Representatives will also be accepting submissions for all service 
levels to be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. These include World services, 
Ancient Coin services, Early Bird, Economy, Bulk, Special Designations, PHOTO 
PROOF® and more! 

Special Note: 

• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to be 










returned to the NGC offices: coins for First/Early Releases designations, 
coins NGC requires submitted in original Mint sealed packaging, coins over 
3.5" (90 mm) in diameter and .39" (10 mm) in depth, Coin & Chronicles sets, 
Coin & Currency sets, March of Dimes 3-coin set, West Point 2-coin set, 

San Francisco 2-coin Proof set, 30th Anniversary Eagles, 25th Anniversary 
Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, American Liberty Series and 10th 
Anniversary Platinum Sets. These submissions must be sent directly to 
Sarasota, FL, by the submitter. 

• The $5 Crossover special does not apply for on-site grading. 

Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 

Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 

at trade shows. 

*Does not include 5-ounce coins. 

NGC is the official grading service of the ANA and PNG. 
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Expert to Consult at NGC Booth 
at ANA Show 


Posted on 7/11/2017 

Renowned numismatist Mark Salzberg will offer free collector consultations at the 
NGC booth (#102) during the World's Fair of Money in August. 

NGC will be offering free one-on-one consultations with a renowned numismatist 
at the NGC booth (#102). He will be providing expert insights into a coin's grade 
and surface condition for up to three of your coins. Evaluations are limited to the 
times listed below on a first-come, first-serve basis. 


Mark Salzberg 



Thursday, August 3 
2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 


Even just a few minutes with Mark Salzberg can 


change a collector’s perception of what factors are 
important in determining a coin’s grade and what 
makes a coin special. The legendary coin grader a 
chairman of NGC is the industry’s leading authority 


professional coin certification, having personally graded nearly every significant 
collection and rarity to come to market in the past two decades. 

By examining your coins, he’ll help you understand why and how a coin’s grade is 
determined. He can explain why a grade already assigned to a coin is correct (or n< 
why a particular coin might be ineligible for certification. The goal of these consultal 
is to highlight what’s most important about grading the series that you collect, to he 
you build the best collection possible. 


Since time is limited, NGC requests that you have three coins pre-selected and 







ready for examination. Coins to be evaluated may be raw (uncertified) or certified 
and encapsulated. Please visit the NGC booth during the show with questions 
about these consultations and other services offered during the convention. 
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Modern Chinese Varieties: 2000 
Proof Gold 10Y Colorized Lunar 
Dragon 


Posted on 7/11/2017 

This is the 30th installment of our monthly column devoted to modem Chinese 
varieties. 

This month we will look at the 2000 Proof Gold 10 Yuan colorized lunar dragon 
coin that can be found with either a short or long form of the character “Chen” 
located on the reverse of the coin. The coin is struck as a Proof with a mintage of 
30,000. 

The coin pictured below is an example of the character Chen in the short form. A 
close up appears on the right detailing the short, top bar, of the character (Photos 
1 & 2 ). 



Reverse side of the coin with short Chen character (left) 
and close up image of short Chen character (right) 
Click images to enlarge. 


The photos below show the other Chen variety, the long form. The photo to the 
right shows a close up of the upper bar that is “long” on this variety (Photos 3 & 




4 ). 



Reverse side of the coin with long Chen character (left) 
and close up image of long Chen character (right) 
Click images to enlarge. 


Both examples share a common obverse (Photo 5) featuring the date, 2000, and 
the Five-Pavilion Bridge located in Yangzhou and dating back some 200 years to 
the Qing Dynasty. 



Obverse side of a 2000 Gold 10Y 
Colorized Lunar Dragon coin 
Click image to enlarge. 


Look for another interesting variety to be featured next month. 
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NGC Registry News: Ringgits, 
Rupees, Roubles and More 

Posted by Collectors Society on 7/11/2017 


With 49 new world sets this month, the NGC Registry offers something new for 
everyone. 


We appreciate your requests for new sets and look 
forward to offering new collecting options to you, our 
valued customers. Please keep those requests 
coming. Here is a list of what’s new this month: 

New Sets: 

• Aruba: Silver 5 Florin, 2004-Date, Proof 

• Aruba: Silver 10 Florin, 2001-Date, Proof 

• Aruba: Gold 10 Florin, 2004-Date, Proof 

• Australia - Commemorative: Silver $1,2017, Proof 

• Australia - Bullion: Gold $5, 2006-Date, Proof 

• Australia - Bullion: Koala, Gold $200, 2008-Date, Proof 

• Azores: 1843-1880, Complete Circulation Issue 

• Burma & Myanmar: Revolutionary Coinage, 1970-71, Circulation Issue 

• China - Commemorative: Brass Medals, 80 mm, 2008-Date, Proof 

• Congo (Democratic Republic of the): Silver 10 Francs, 1999-Date, Proof 

• Denmark: Silver 10 Kroner, 2005-Date, Circulation Issue 

• Great Britain - Maundy Sets: 1897 (Victoria) Maundy Set 

• Great Britain - Maundy Sets: 1939 (George VI) Maundy Set 

• Great Britain - Maundy Sets: Anne, 1702-1714, Maundy Set 

• Great Britain - Type Sets: James II Type Set, 1685-1688, Mint State (No 
Gold) 

• Great Britain - Type Sets: William and Mary Type Set, 1688-1694, Mint State 
(No Gold) 

• Great Britain - Type Sets: William III Type Set, 1694-1702, Mint State (No 






Gold) 

• Great Britain - Proof Sets: 1972 Proof Set 

• India-British Colony: Rupee, Victoria, 1862-1901, Circulation Issue 



India-British Colony: Rupee, Victoria, 1862-1901, 
Circulation Issue 


• India-British Colony: 14 Rupee, 1912-1934, Proof 

• India-British Colony: Rupee, Edward VII, 1903-1910, Circulation Issue 

• India-British Colony: Rupee, George V, 1911-1936, Circulation Issue 

• India-British Colony: Rupee, George VI, 1938-1947, Circulation Issue 

• Isle of Man: Standard Coinage, Type Set, 1813-1860, Complete 

• Liechtenstein: Silver Type Set, Prince John II, 1900-1924, Circulation Issue 

• Malaysia: Silver 25 Ringgit, 1976-Date, Proof 



Malaysia: Silver 25 Ringgit, 1976-Date, Proof 


• Malaysia: Silver Ringgit, 1969-Date, Proof 

• Malaysia: Silver 10 Ringgit, 1976-Date, Proof 

• Malaysia: Silver 20 Ringgit, 1981-Date, Proof 

• Malaysia: Silver 25 Ringgit, 1976-Date, Circulation Issue 





• Malaysia: Silver 25 Ringgit, 1976-Date, Proof 

• Malaysia: Gold 100 Ringgit, 1971-Date, Proof 

• Malaysia: Gold 200 Ringgit, 1976-Date, Proof 

• Malaysia: Gold 250 Ringgit, 1976-Date, Proof 

• Rhodesia: George VI, 1937-1952, Circulation Issue 

• Rhodesia: George V, Type Set, 1932-1936, Circulation Issue 

• Rhodesia: George V, Type Set, 1932-1936, Proof Issues 

• Rhodesia: George VI, Type Set, 1937-1952, Circulation Issue 

• Rhodesia: George VI, Type Set, 1937-1952, Proof Issues 

• Rhodesia: Elizabeth II, Type Set, 1953-1954, Mint State and Proof 

• Rhodesia: Pound Coinage, 1964-1968, Complete Proof 

• Russia: Gold 50 Roubles, 1992-Date, Proof 



Russia: Gold 50 Roubles, 1992-Date, Proof 
photo: en.numista.com 


• Russia: 2 Kopeks, Alexander II, 1850-1859, Circulation Issue 

• Russia: 2 Kopeks, Alexander II, 1850-1860, Circulation Issue 

• Russia: 2 Kopeks, Alexander II, 1859-1867, Circulation Issue 

• Russia: 2 Kopeks, Alexander II, 1860-1863, Circulation Issue 

• Russia: 2 Kopeks, Alexander II, 1867-1876, Circulation Issue 

• Tuvalu: Dollars, 2013-Date, Mint State 


Do you have an NGC-certified coin in your hand and you’re not sure where it may 
fit in the NGC Registry? We are here to help with requests and with any other 
questions you may have. Feel free to send us an email and let us know how we 
can help. Reach us easily via email at registry@NGCcoin.com. 

If you're not familiar with the NGC Registry, take some time to explore it and see 
the many collecting options that are available. It is completely complimentary. If 
you have any questions, you may also click below for our help page: 
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NGC Ancients: Sea Creatures on 
Greek Coins 


Posted on 7/11/2017 

An ancient people's reliance on the sea is reflected in money. 

Finely engraved images of animals and mythic creatures are commonplace on 
ancient Greek coins. The spectrum is incredible, ranging from imaginary creatures 
to the kinds of animals the ancients encountered in everyday life. 

Among the most frequently shown are aquatic creatures. This is hardly surprising 
as seas and rivers were vital to the Greeks, who depended upon them for food, 
trade and travel. 




A silver litra from Syracuse. 




A copper Onkia from Syracuse. 


There is no better place to start a visual survey than at Syracuse, one of the great 
maritime cities of the Greek world. Above are two coins that show an octopus. 

The first is a silver litra likely struck in the 460s B.C.; the second is a copper coin 
struck a little more than a century later, and in a distinctly different style. 

In both cases, one can appreciate how the artists were careful to present the 
octopus with accuracy. 



A litra from Taras. 



A didrachm from Cumae. 



Also common in the sea and in rivers were shell creatures that the Greeks 
harvested for food and for commercial use. Shown above are two types of shells 
as portrayed on silver coins from Southern Italy. First is a cockle shell on a litra of 
Taras struck in the 480s or 470s B.C.; second is a mussel shell (beneath a grain 
ear) on a didrachm of Cumae from the late 5th or early 4th Centuries B.C. 



A silver stater from Aegina. 


And now for a completely different kind of shell - one attached to a turtle. The 
Greek island of Aegina, not far from Athens, struck untold millions of silver staters 
depicting sea turtles from the mid-6th through the mid-5th Centuries B.C. The 
example shown above is especially well detailed. 

The tuna fish (‘tunny fish’) was an important resource for the ancient Greeks, 
especially those along the waterway that linked the Aegean Sea and the Black 
Sea. The most powerful city in that region, Cyzicus, routinely portrayed the tunny 
fish on its coinage. 



A twelfth-stater from Cyzicus. 


Shown above is a twelfth-stater issued at Cyzicus between c.600 to 550 B.C. It is 
made of electrum, an alloy of gold and silver, and offers a most inventive design 
showing a full tunny fish beneath a tunny tail and a tunny head. 


A sixth-stater from Cyzicus. 


A tunny also appears on the Cyzicus electrum sixth-stater (‘hecte’) shown above. 
It was struck sometime between about 550 and 450 B.C. and shows two dolphins 
surrounding a tunny fish. 



A didrachm from Taras. 


Dolphins are perhaps the most frequently depicted sea animal on Greek coins. 
Shown here are three examples in silver. First is a didrachm of Taras from the late 
4th Century B.C. which portrays a young man riding a dolphin - an endearing 
scene that relates to the foundation mythology of the city. 



A didrachm from Sinope. 


Second is a drachm of Sinope, a city on the southern coast of the Black Sea. It 
also was struck in the late 4th Century B.C., and it shows a most intriguing scene 
of an eagle perched on the back of a dolphin. This image is hard to interpret: is 
the eagle attacking the dolphin, or are the two animals somehow engaged 
harmoniously? Unfortunately, the answer is not recorded in the surviving ancient 
literature. 



A stater from Argos. 


Next is a stater of the mid-4th Century B.C. from Argos, a city of the Greek 
Peloponnesus. On its reverse is a beautiful composition in which two dolphins 
encircle a crab. 



A didrachm from Acragas. 


A didrachm from Himera. 



Atetradrachm from the island of Cos. 


Crabs appear on a large number Greek coins, including the three silver coins 
illustrated above: didrachms of the Sicilian cities of Acragas (late 6th Century 
B.C.) and Himera (early 5th Century B.C.), and a tetradrachm of the island of Cos 
(mid-4th Century B.C.). 



Atetradrachm from Acragas. 


Other coins of Acragas portray crabs along with a variety of other sea creatures. 
They include the rare silver tetradrachm of the late 5th Century B.C. illustrated 
above. It shows a large fish - a grouper, and perhaps specifically a mero - 
beneath a crab, which is flanked by a cockle shell and a sea snail (both of which 



are hard to see due to an incomplete strike). 



A tetras from Acragas. 



A hemilitron from Acragas. 


We continue at Acragas with the two copper coins shown above, both of the late 
5th Century B.C. First is a tetras that shows a crab over an intricately detailed 
crayfish; next is a hemilitron that shows a conch shell and an octopus beneath a 
crab that clutches a sea snake. 



A hemilitron from Acragas. 


A perfect way to end this survey is with some fanciful marine creatures from the 
realm of mythology. We’ll start with a copper hemilitron of Acragas from the late 






5th Century B.C. that is illustrated above. It shows a marine deity - perhaps a 
Triton - holding aloft a conch shell with which he appears ready to make a 
thunderous sound. 



Atetradrachm from Syracuse. 


Next is a silver tetradrachm of Syracuse from the 460s B.C., shown above, which 
depicts a chariot, beneath which is a serpent-like sea creature called a ketos. 



A shekel from Byblos. 


Equally fantastic is the hippocamp beneath a war galley on a silver shekel (above) 
issued c.400 to 365 B.C. at the Phoenician city of Byblus. A further marine 
element is the murex shell nestled beneath the hippocamp. 





A stater from Itanus on the island of Crete. 


Finally, we can enjoy the silver stater above, which was issued c.380 to 350 B.C. 
at the city of Itanus on the island of Crete. It features a marvelous marine deity, 
comprised of a male human torso and a fish tail, which holds a fish and a barbed 
trident. 

Interested in reading more articles on Ancient coins? Click here 
Images courtesy of Classical Numismatic Group. 
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Counterfeit Detection: 1926-S 
Buffalo Nickel 


Posted on 7/11/2017 

Two clues reveal that this nickel isn't worth a fortune. 

With a mintage of only 970,000 pieces, the 1926-S Buffalo Nickel ranks as the 
rarest regular issue in the entire series. Examples are scarce in all grades and are 
even more elusive at the Mint State level of preservation. The NGC US Coin Price 
Guide reports values of $5,050 in MS 60, $10,650 in MS 63 and $110,000 in MS 
65. 

A stark contrast to the 1926-S is its no mintmark Philadelphia counterpart, which 
had a mintage of more than 44 million coins. Not surprisingly, the Philadelphia 
issues can be acquired for a fraction of the price of the San Francisco issues. 
According to the NGC US Coin Price Guide, an MS 60 trades for $35, an MS 63 
trades for $95 and an MS 65 trades for $220. 

This vast difference in rarity and price has long tempted counterfeiters, who will 
add an “S” mintmark to a Philadelphia 1926 Buffalo Nickel in an attempt to trick a 
collector into believing it is the far more valuable 1926-S. NGC frequently receives 
added “S” 1926 Buffalo Nickels. 

Less often seen are outright counterfeits of the 1926-S, but NGC graders did 
identify one recently. This piece appeared to be a normal, circulated example at 
first glance, but upon closer examination a number of major issues became 
apparent. 




Counterfeit 1926-S Buffalo Nickel 
Click images to enlarge. 



Close-up of the date on the counterfeit 1926-S Buffalo Nickel 
Click image to enlarge. 

When the date was studied more closely under a loupe, it was obvious that the 
details were unusually soft, especially at the “1”, which seemed to melt into the 
field. On a genuine piece, even one in this condition, the date should be sharper. 
The reverse of this coin has an even more glaring issue, however. 











Close-up of the buffalo on the counterfeit 1926-S Buffalo Nickel 
Click image to enlarge. 


On the reverse, the body of the buffalo features some raised lumps, which are 
commonly seen on many forgeries. These protuberances are the result of the 
process that the counterfeiter used to create the false dies. Since these defects 
were recessed in the die, the forger was unable to remove them. As a result, 
every counterfeit struck from this die will have the same issue. 

The combination of soft details and raised lumps on this 1926-S Buffalo Nickel 
help to prove that it is not a genuine US Mint-struck Buffalo nickel. These defects 
are diagnostics for many fakes, so it is important to always be on the lookout for 
similar problems on other coins. If you have any doubts, consider an NGC- 
certified coin, which is guaranteed to be authentic. 

Interested in reading more Counterfeit Detection articles? Click here. 
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USA Coin Album: Five for a 
Dollar - The Ill-fated 20-cent 
Piece, Part One 

Posted on 7/11/2017 


American decimal coinage, established in 1792, was a radical departure from the 
existing systems familiar to Americans from the many coins of Europe and Latin 
America then circulating in the United States. 

These had been based on 
divisions of six, or eight, 
twelve, etc., rather than 
the mathematically simpler 
division of the dollar into 
100 cents. In our new 
coinage, the quarter dollar 
of 25 cents really had no 
place, but it was adopted because the Spanish colonial two-reales piece was then 
so prevalent in American commerce. Two reales equaled one quarter of the 
Spanish milled dollar, a coin in widespread use, and so it continued to circulate in 
America as one quarter of the new United States dollar. It would have made more 
sense intellectually to issue a 20-cent piece, but such a coin would have been 
less well accepted by Americans who'd been using the familiar "two bits" for 
generations. 

An attempt to add a 20-cent piece to the United States roster of coins was made 
in 1806. The coining of quarter dollars in meaningful numbers had begun only the 
year before, as there had been enough of the Spanish coins to meet demand for 
quarter dollars. Senator Uriah Tracy of Connecticut introduced a bill in March 
calling for the production of two-cent pieces and 20-cent pieces. The smaller coin 
was to be of billon, which is debased silver, and the controversy over this seems 
to have doomed his legislation without much discussion of the 20-cent piece at all. 












Another attempt to adopt the 20-cent piece came in 1850, when Congress was 
debating what to do about the Spanish silver still circulating in the United States. 
The independence movements that cost Spain most of its colonies after 1810 had 
disrupted coinage of the widely used eight-reales piece and its fractions, and the 
coins which remained in American circulation were often badly worn and/or 
mutilated. Though by mid century the U. S. Mints were turning out enough 
domestic coinage that the foreign pieces were no longer needed, to terminate 
their legal tender status altogether would cause great loss to holders of these 
coins. 

A compromise was proposed in which the coins would be redeemed by the 
Treasury at a value which reflected their depreciated state. For example, the two- 
reales piece would be purchased by the Treasury at the rate of 20 cents, and the 
bullion thus obtained would be recoined into domestic pieces. This plan would be 
facilitated by the introduction of a United States 20-cent piece. As this subject was 
being debated, however, great discoveries of gold in California and Australia 
caused the price of that metal to decline in relation to silver. This shift drove 
United States silver coins from domestic circulation, with only the debased three- 
cent piece continuing to pass at face value. Such a crisis put all other plans on 
hold, as Congress dithered over what to do about restoring fractional silver coins 
to circulation, and the 20-cent piece was again forgotten. 

The relative values of 
silver and gold likewise 
played a strong role in 
finally getting this 
denomination into 
production in 1875. One 
by-product of so much 
California gold was the 
considerable amount of silver extracted from its ore. Before 1848, little silver had 
been found within the United States, and the Nevada's Comstock Lode discovery 
of 1859 became the first large domestic source. Further silver bonanzas occurred 
in the western states and territories throughout the 1860s-70s, and this increased 
the supply of silver to the point where several European nations terminated their 
bimetallic standards in favor of a single gold standard. The United States had 
effectively done this with the silver coin weight reductions of 1853 and the 
discontinuance of standard silver dollar coinage in 1873. The combined effect of 
all these developments was a steady decline in the price of silver as measured in 
gold, this being particularly evident during the 1870s. The sweeping legislation 
enacted February 12, 1873 later would be denounced by western silver mine 







owners and their members of Congress as "The Crime of 73," despite the fact 
that it received little protest at the time of its passage. 

As the price of silver continued to fall, one positive note was that fractional silver 
coins (half dimes through half dollars) returned to domestic commerce starting in 
mid-decade after years of foreign circulation. Millions of new pieces were being 
coined at the same time, and yet silver continued its slide. The Mint Act of 1873 
had authorized a trade dollar coined at a higher silver weight than the standard 
dollar had been, but both this action and the stepped up production of dimes, 
quarters and halves were not enough to pacify the silver interests and their 
representatives. Still further uses of the metal to soak up the oversupply were 
sought, and this campaign ultimately resulted in passage of the Bland-Allison Act 
in 1878, which coined hundreds of millions of unneeded silver dollars (see this 
column for October, 2016). 

It was amid this atmosphere of urgency that the 20-cent piece, hitherto a 
bridesmaid but never a bride, was finally added to the U. S. Mint's lineup in 1875. 
Next month, I'll examine this coin's hasty development and brief lifespan. 

David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,”appears monthly in The 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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Chinese Pandas: World’s Fair of 
Pandas 


Posted by Peter Anthony on 7/11/2017 

The China Mint will release a Show Panda to commemorate the ANA World's Fair 
of Money in Denver. 

It took me only a few minutes to spot the hottest table at the World’s Fair of Money 
in Anaheim last year. The throng around it was hard to miss. Visitors milled about, 
all eyes anxiously focused on coin dealers Robert and Lourdes Mish. 

Mrs. Mish stood by a corrugated cardboard box that brimmed with yellow slips of 
paper. A name was written on each. These represented the people who already 
had bought a 1 oz. silver Show Panda and now wanted a chance to go for an 
even bigger prize: either a 1 oz. gold or a 12 oz. silver ANA Show Panda. Robert 
sat facing the crowd and kept both order and track of the drawing results. 

One by one Lourdes pulled out the entries and announced the winners. The 
elated entrants then sat down with Robert to complete the arrangements. There 
were only a few dozen of the gold and silver 12 oz. Show Pandas available for 
sale and demand for both was intense. Collectors and dealers who normally never 
pay attention to Chinese coins were on high alert for these. The more plentiful 1 
oz. silver versions had already doubled their issue price in just a day. 

This was not the first time that China Mint products caused a commotion at the 
ANA World’s Fair of Money. For example, in 1985 China selected the Baltimore 
ANA convention to be the first overseas event to have an official China 
commemorative issue. A 1 oz. .999 silver medal portrayed the ANA lamp logo on 
the obverse and the Great Wall of China on the reverse. Five hundred were 
struck. The new issue price was just $20. 

Sales began quietly. Then, somebody noticed something amiss with the design. 
The words The Great Wall’ were spelled backwards in English. They only looked 



correct when viewed in a mirror! As word got around that this was an error, the 
rest of mintage sold out in a short time. Collectors love this issue and its quirk. 
Today, well-preserved specimens can bring over $1,000 each, making it the most 
valuable 1 oz. silver of all the China ANA Show issues. 

The following year, China brought a beautiful 5 oz. silver Panda in a deep blue 
velour box to the 1986 ANA Convention in Milwaukee. A Panda holding bamboo 
leaves fills the obverse. The reverse features two overlapping circles that hold 
images of the Great Wall of China and the Statue of Liberty. Two thousand pieces 
were struck and these quickly sold out. At around a hundred bucks, these weren’t 
bad buys either. 

This year, the World’s Fair of Money will be held in Denver. Panda fans can look 
forward to a pair of new designs from the Shanghai Mint. Both feature a Panda on 
one face and an image of Colorado on the opposite side. There is a 30 gram 
silver version plus a tri-metallic one composed of copper, brass and cupro-nickel. 
The mintage for each is 888. 



Denver will play host to the 2017 World’s Fair of Money from August 1-5. 
Several new Show Pandas will be unveiled to the public there. 

The design sketches are shown. 


This is the seventh time that the China Mint has released Show Pandas to 












commemorate the USA’s top numismatic event. It is a great example of how 
connected the numismatic world has become. It will surely lead to even more 
cooperation between the USA and China, more happy collectors and more 
beautiful Show Pandas. 

Peter Anthony is an expert on Chinese modern coins with a particular focus on 
Panda coins. He is an analyst for the NGC Chinese Modern Coin Price Guide as 
well as a consultant on Chinese modern coins. 
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NCS June 2017 Highlights 


Posted on 7/11/2017 


Take a look at some recent highlights of coins conserved by NCS. 

Numismatic Conservation Services (NCS) uses a variety of proprietary techniques 
to remove harmful surface contaminants, stabilize and protect a coin's surfaces 
and, in many cases, improve a coin's eye appeal. After coins are conserved by 
NCS, they are seamlessly transferred to Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 
(NGC), an independent affiliate of NCS, for grading and encapsulation. 

Below are a few highlights of coins that were conserved by NCS and graded by 
NGC last month. 


This 1862 Netherlands 10 Cent was submitted to NCS with a severe case of PVC 
residue. Stark jade green spots are a sign of advanced PVC residue development 
and can be seen all over the surface of this small silver coin. When PVC residue 
development is as severe as what appears on this coin, any damage the residue 
has begun to do by corroding surface metal is a concern. This coin luckily 
survived with little permanent damage due to the PVC residue. 



1862 Netherlands 10 Cent 
Before conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 



1862 Netherlands 10 Cent 
After conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


This Chinese Silver Dollar dated the 23rd year of the Republic, equivalent to 
1934, was in dire need of conservation. Long-term storage in a lower-quality coin 
holder containing PVC had created a thick jade green residue covering nearly the 
entire surface. In many cases PVC residue that has developed to this advanced 
state frequently has damage to the surface metal. Incredibly, through careful 
conservation efforts, the PVC residue was able to safely be removed while 
revealing little damage to the original surface. 



China Silver Dollar Year 23 
Before conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 







China Silver Dollar Year 23 
After conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


This 1938 Walking Liberty Half Dollar came to NCS in need of help after many 
years in poor storage. Coin holders with PVC allowed an early form of PVC 
residue to form fairly uniformly over the surface of this important coin. Rather than 
the thick jade green spots of an advanced PVC residue, this coin sported a pale 
green haze over the entire surface. Careful removal of the PVC residue was able 
to reveal a beautiful coin that could grade numerically with NGC. 



1938 Walking Liberty Half Dollar 
Before conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 






1938 Walking Liberty Half Dollar 
After conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


For more information about NCS, visit www.NGCcoin.com/NCS. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1806 
Draped Bust Half Eagle 

Posted on 7/11/2017 

The design presented here was common to the eagle ($10), half eagle ($5) and 
quarter eagle ($2.50). 

The bust of Liberty is somewhat similar to that of the silver issues, though the 
latter do not have the tall cap that Liberty wears on this gold half eagle. The 
reverse common to both the silver and gold issues features the Great Seal of the 
United States, adopted by Congress in 1782. 



Click images to enlarge. 


Early US gold coins in mint state are all rare, though 1806 is perhaps one of the 
more frequently encountered half eagles. This specimen, however, is of a very 
rare variety. In his recent book on early half eagles, Robert W. Miller, Sr. estimated 
this variety as R6+ (13-15 known). Though typically soft at its centers, this fine 
specimen is otherwise well struck and displays extremely bright and frosty luster, 
as well as very clean surfaces. 

Are you interested in learning more about these coins? Click here to visit the NGC 
Coin Explorer and read on. 
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